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A number of Christchurch residents associations, including 

St Albans Residents Association (SARA), are calling on all city 
councillors to stand up to government-imposed plans for 
residential intensification.

On September 8, Christchurch City Council will be voting 
to approve notifying changes to the district plan, which will 
allow much higher building heights and closer to boundaries 
in new medium density housing zones. If approved the new 
rules come into effect on September 23. This will be followed 
by a month of public consultation, although the plan does 
not fully come into effect until August 2023, to allow for 
legal challenges and court appeals.

St Albans, which has been intensifying for some time, can 
expect even greater intensification when the 
plan is implemented.

The initiative to take collective action has 

come from the chair of Riccarton Bush/Kilmarnock Residents’ 
Association, Tony Simons, who wrote to other associations 
asking for support to oppose “unplanned” residential 
development in the greater Christchurch area.

“We think rezoning all residential areas in the city to 
medium density will damage our city and its environment 
forever,” Tony Simons said. Most of the city will be rezoned “ 
by government decree” to allow 3 three-storey houses with 
no resource consents required allowing reduced boundary 
distances and steeper recession planes, regardless of location. 
Some key areas could face six storey developments.

Sixteen associations, including SARA, have written to 
councillors asking them to vote against formally notifying 
the changes to the district plan at the September 8 council 
meeting. They want action, not just words.

The associations collectively support “properly 
planned” and balanced residential 

The local body election is a postal one, as it was in 2019. You 
get one vote for the Mayor (lists of candidates start on page 
4) regardless of where you live, one vote for a ward councillor 

based on your residential address (which for St Albans 
will be mostly in the Innes ward with the area 

near and beyond Innes Rd voting for 
Papanui candidates in the election 
of councillors and community board 

members). You get to choose 
two community board 
members for your ward, and 

this year there are a healthy nine to choose one from. Details 
of the Environment Canterbury elections on page 11 allow 
you to choose two representatives from the constituency.

Voting papers will be sent out by mid-September. If you 
have not received them in the mail phone 0800 367656. You 
may need to make a special vote at the CCC HQ if you have 
not updated your current residential address since 2020 
or have turned 18. Post the forms back in the postage paid 
envelope October 4 or drop them in a council service centre 
before noon on October 8. The St Albans News elections 
special starts on page 4.

Residents’ Associations take Residents’ Associations take 
collective action over housingcollective action over housing

Have your say on local reps



SARA Website
Check out SARA’s website on www.stalbans.gen.
nz. Contains digital copies of St Albans News, a 
calendar of events and occasional blog posts.

StAN on Facebook
St Albans News is published every month. If you 
wish to comment on stories you read in St Albans 
News or anything that is happening in the area, 
you can write a letter to the editor (and wait) or 
you can go to our Facebook page: StAlbansNews 
and post a message there immediately.

SARA on Neighbourly
SARA also has a presence on Neighbourly, a 
community asset owned by Stuff. Contains 
notices, advice, things to buy or sell and 
topics of interest to the neighbourhood. www.
neighbourly.co.nz

The deadline for the October issue of the 
St Albans News is September 19
Please send your articles, letters and 
notices to:

news@stalbans.gen.nz

Page 2	 St Albans News	 September 2022

Community Centre 1049 Colombo St
The Community centre is available for hire within 
the Orange Traffic Light protocols. For booking 
enquiries please phone 972 5534 or email: 
communitycentre@stalbans.gen.nz or visit our 
website: sacc.org.nz where the centre calendar 
is available to view. Centre open: 
 Mon - Fri am - 1 pm, Mon - Thur 4.30 - 7 pm.

Advertising in St Albans News
If you would like to advertise in the News, phone 
Lynne on 027 433 4469 or email advertising@
stalbans.gen.nz
Please ask for a copy of our ratesheet, which 
specifies sizes, prices and requirements.

St Albans Strategy
Residents needed to join local community 
projects. Contact SARA@stalbans.gen.nz for 
more information.

St Albans History Group
St Albans history group meets on the first Monday 
of the month at 2 pm at the St Albans Community 
Centre, next meeting will be September 5. Email: 
briangspear@hotmail.com

BBQ Trailer for hire
St Albans Community BBQ Trailer is available to 
hire for events. Marquee also available for hire, 
separately or with the barbecue, for corporate 
events, community gatherings or private 
celebrations. Enquiries to: BBQ@stalbans.gen.nz

Phone system being updated
The community centre is changing its phone system to a 

digital one. A voice menu will give callers the choice on who 
to speak to and the call can then be routed to the relevant 
person’s cellphone. When the centre is closed after 1pm it 
will revert to an answerphone. Callers will be given a choice.. 
Dial 1 for the centre, dial 2 for the Residents Association and 
so on. Should be working by September 1. The digital-based 
system will not work during a power cut.

SARA’s annual meeting
The St Albans Residents Association (SARA) is holding 

a meeting on September 11 at the St Albans Community 
Centre. Come along at 3pm to help decide the makeup 
of the SARA committee running the centre and activities 
in St Albans. Nominations are open for postions on the 
management committee now or can be raised at the 
meeting. You can also hear about what SARA has been 
doing for the past decade - how much has it achieved of its 
2013-2023 strategy and start to plan ahead for the next 10 
years. To view the 20 projects, a key part of the strategy, 
visit: https://stalbans.gen.nz/?page_id=5836

SARA Committee
St Albans Residents Association meets at St 
Albans Community Centre, 1049 Colombo St. 
on September 17 at 7pm.

Wednesday Wheelies
Wednesday Wheelies meet at 9.30am, St Albans 
Community Centre carpark on Caledonian 
Road.

SARA and Centre news
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enterprise is managed by the St 
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CORRECTION
Mayoral and Innes councillor 

candidate Carl Bromley (Independent 
- I Hear I Care) has asked that we 
correct comments made in an an 
article about local election candidates 
in last month’s issue of the St Albans 
News. Carl says that he is not anti 
government and supports honest, 
transparent, ethical government 
that represents the people. While he 
supports all groups lobbying for the 
ethical and moral upholding of the 
Bill of Rights, he is not a member of 
any. He is pro the right of any safe, 
sane and responsible person owning a 
fire arm. He feels aggrieved at being 
misrepresented by the media. St 
Albans News regrets any hurt caused.

Missing the St Albans News?
Not everyone in St Albans gets a printed copy of St Albans News and sometimes 

there are misses at the letterbox. Copies can be picked up usually in the last week 
of the month at Kohinga/ the St Albans Community Centre, Fresh Choice at 
Edgeware, P and J (the old post office in Merivale Village) if they haven’t already 
run out. Digital copies are available from Facebook, the St Albans.gen website and 
Neighbourly around the end of the month. You can also be added to a list that 
sends out a pdf via email. Email news@stalbans.gen.nz

NeighbourNet changing times
The volunteer-run help service at Kohinga/St Albans Community Centre, 

which helps people with their Windows PCs, tablets and phones, is changing 
time slots. It will now run in the mornings on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 10am 
to 12pm. The Saturday session remains at 1-3pm. Just drop in from September 6. 
A gold coin would be appreciated to cover costs. (If you come to the centre at 
the same time on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays SeniorNet Mac can help 
with your Apple computer or iphone). NeighbourNet is also looking for more 
volunteers with Windows 10 or 11 experience and who also are handy with a 
cellphone running and Android system. Please email neighbournet@stalbans.
gen.nz or phone 021 163 3890 for further information.

Ta-Ra now pet, don’t be a stranger
If you have used the community centre, transitional or architectural timber 

wonder, in the past eight years, chances are you will have come across Sandra 
Wilson, with her northern English vowels and her canine companion keeping her 
company. Since the St Albans Residents Association took over the new centre 
management she has been working a short evening shift after her fulltime day job. 
She’s moving on to a more relaxed lifestyle shortly but remains in Christchurch.

 Domestic violence meeting postponed
A meeting, originally planned for August 16, to try to do something about 

domestic violence in Christchurch has been postponed till February/March next 
year, due to unforeseen circumstances involving one of the key speakers

Returning to normal in October
In order to fit the election coverage into the September issue of St Albans 

News we have dropped many of the usual features. Normal transmission will 
resume, as the saying goes, with the October issue.

Writers wanted for St Albans News
St Albans News would like to hear from people interested in writing about 

environmental topics and from a youth perspective, with a St Albans connection. 
Email news@stalbans.gen.nz

SARA and Centre news
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corporates should bear a greater contribution towards the 
cost.

Carl does not support walkways or cycleways but he 
would support consultaton with residents as to whether 
the CCC should own and run the public transport system. 

Safety, a hospital carpark, mental health are additional 
issues that need a greater council response.

He would like to see the censorship of climate change 
science lifted and opened for robust debate.

If you would like to talk to Carl, the best way is to email 
him at: carlbromley@gmail.com

Carl Bromley (Independent - I Hear I Care)
Carl Bromley has worked as a mental 

health specialist for 30 years and is also 
currently a church minister. He says he 
lives by values of truth, love, respect and 
integrity.

He sees human rights as the biggest 
issue facing Christchurch. He would like 

the Council to endorse authentic public representation to 
encourage more public participation through weekly ‘face 
to face’ public meetings. 

He thinks users of Te Kaha stadium being built and 

help pay for it. 
Mike believes our city streets, mainly built for four-

wheeled vehicles, can be used as cycleways and walkways. 
He wants to see greater use of the city cycleways and public 
transport, which he said should be owned by the council, to 
help reduce emissions. 

He is not fond of the current city council’s constrictive, 
‘no, you can’t do that. No, you don’t get a permit’ attitude. 
The council should enable artists to make art and businesses 
to create value. 

For more information on Mike Chirnside, visit 
chirnyformayor.co.nz or facebook.com/chirnyformayor 

Mark Chirnside (Chirny for Mayor)
Mike Chirnside is a small business 

owner/operator who calls himself curious, 
innovative and co-operative. Mike said he 
is leading by example, standing as a young 
mayoral candidate outside of politics. 

Mike sees the biggest issue the city 
council is facing, is its disconnection from the people it 
serves and the growing pains of becoming a bigger city. He 
would like the council to communicate more effectively 
and be accountable for its promises. He feels Te Kaha 
stadium funding cannot solely be rely on rates, and that 
we need to employ all our sources of the city’s revenue to 

CCC should own the public transport operation, but only 
increase fares very slowly. He does not see any issue with 
the CCC raising a Government loan, perhaps over 130 years, 
to fund the Te Kaha stadium.

In his view, it is not the prerogative of the council to 
reduce emissions nor attempt to control the impact of 
climate change on the city.

More single bedroom flats should be constructed for 
single men in Christchurch, Tubby recommends, and the 
number of (uneconomic) restaurants should be halved.

Tubby Hansen (Economic Euthenics)
Tubby Hansen (real first name Michael) 

was the Christchurch Gasworks Union 
minute secretary and a Scandinavian Club 
Committee member.

Tubby sees the biggest issues facing 
Christchurch in the next decade as 
compounding rates and young people 

not being able to own their own homes. He would like to 
see “more men on the women-heavy council”.

He sees local residents associations playing a part in 
encouraging more citizens to participate in city operations.

To stay up to date with the local body 
elections in Christchurch, download 
If you have a mobile phone the 
free Celect app from the App Store 
(Apple) or Google Play. Pick your 

favourites to make the 
decision easier before 
mailing your picks to the 
city council - voting is not 
online yet in New Zealand.

Local body elections 2022
Mayoral candidates
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She wants to see better community engagement 
between residents and the council and to this end plans a 
monthly “Sunday cuppa” at the library.

Te Kaha multi use arena (Te Kaha stadium) should be paid 
for by a combination of central government funding, council 
rates and through funds raised by the Friends of Te Kaha. 

Drucilla would like CCC to establish a climate change 
emergency management centre. In her view, public 
transport ie: buses should be co-owned with Environment 
Canterbury and rides should be subsidised. Any installation 
of cycleways or walkways should depend on the budget 
and consultation.

If you want to contact Drucilla email:greenmoonstudio@
outlook.com

Drucilla Kingi-Patterson (Independent)
Drucilla Kingi-Patterson was born 

in Greymouth and her iwi is based in 
Taranaki. She has lived in Christchurch 
since 1966 and is a regular candidate 
for election and frequent submitter at 
council consultations on issues such as 
the post-quake Rebuild and Kate Valley 

Landfill. Her most recent role has been strategic planning 
for events and screen production.

Drucilla bases her values and behaviour on the Christian 
Bible’s Ten Commandments.

For her, the biggest issues facing the council in the 
next decade include obtaining highly-skilled workers for 
construction and helping those with high medical needs. 

David Meates
(Listens, Leads and Gets Results)

David Meates favours citizen 
participation through a pilot 
engagement processs, including 
‘participatory budgeting’. This is where 
local communities decide their spending 
priorities, develop trust, collaborate and 
communicate, ensuring people are at the 

centre of all decisions.
He was chief executive of the Canterbury District Health 

Board from 2009 to 2020, enabling that team to find 
real solutions to complex issues, working with diverse, 
community-focused groups.

Climate change, he sees as one of the biggest issues facing 
Christchurch in the next decade but it needs to be faced and 
acted on with urgency. He would like to see Christchurch 
become NZ’s first carbon neutral city. He would mitigate 
climate change by providing ‘safe’ alternative forms of 
transport (with less reliance on cars) such as biking, walking, 
catching the bus. He welcomes alternatives to support an 
effective and integrated public transport network and 
would like to see the energy effiicency of Christchurch 
homes improved.

To reduce the impact of the Te Kaha stadium costs on rates 
David would like CCC to explore options for partner funding. 

To find out more visit Davidmeates.nz

Stephen Jelley (Stop the Stadium), Phil Mauger 
(Let’s get stuff done), Nikora Nitro (Independent) 
and Sam Park did not respond. St Albans News 
failed to reach Peter Wakeman. Last we heard 
from (Ian Brackenbury Channell) better known 
as the Wizard of New Zealand his email’s spam 
detector had made off with our message and he 
missed the deadline.

Disclaimer: Information supplied by candidates 
in answer to a series of questions has been used 
to create these mini profiles. Not all candidates 
responded and not all information has been used 
for reasons of space. St Albans News has tried to 
be fair and evenhanded during the process. Care 
has been taken to avoid mistakes but we regret 
errors that may have crept in during the process.

Mayoral candidates
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She wants to ensure adequate green space is accessible 
amongst the intensified housing, for the tree canopy to 
be retained and increased and for areas that are suffering 
from repeated flooding to be prioritised for assistance.

Pauline cares about neighbourhoods and believes in 
empowering communities to identify their own needs and 
engage with the council.

She does not support selling strategic assets to pay for 
the capital costs of Te Kaha stadium but would prefer CCC 
to investigate partnership contributions.

Pauline can be contacted by email: cotter.pauline@
gmail.com

Pauline Cotter (The Peoples Choice)
Innes incumbent councillor Pauline 

Cotter has chaired the Christchurch Agency 
for Energy, 3 Waters and the Environment 
Committee. She has also been educating 
residents to reduce waste and successfully 
campaigned to increase biodiversity funding 

in the longterm plan.
To combat climate change, Pauline wants car journeys to 

decrease to lower transport emissions and favours greater 
use of cycleways. She’s also keen on public transport and 
says that as CCC already owns the bus infrastructure it 
makes sense for it to operate the buses and routes as well.

co-established the Residental Advisory Service – managing 
EQ claims.

Ali feels the biggest issue facing the city in the next 
decade is effective planning for Christchurch’s future growth 
and development. She would like to see less bureaucracy, 
more transparency, simpler processes and asks is CCC “fit 
for purpose”? 

Funding for the stadium should be by way of a non-
resident ticket levy with neighbouring councils contributing. 
She would like to see CCC owning and operating the city’s 
public transport, perhaps with a partnership model.

Ali Jones (Independent)
Ali Jones was a councillor from 2013 – 

2016, (didn’t stand 2016) and has been a 
community board member since 2013. She 
had been an Issaac Theatre Royal Trust 
member, Christchurch and Canterbury 
Tourism director, CCC Consents and 
Regulations Committee deputy chair, 

Mayor’s representative in South Korea and has spoken on 
earthquake recovery at an international conference. She 
was EQC Claimants Reference Group chair, Homeowners 
Advisory Group member, member of Dame Silvia 
Cartwright’s community advisory group (EQC inquiry) and 

He wants the council to change its bureaucratic staff 
culture and to find solutions to problems and issues through 
collaborating with citizens. 

Mark wants drinking water management to remain 
under council control, thinks residential intensification is 
needed (but not in its current form) and the tree canopy 
should be protected. Non-resident levies should help fund 
Te Kaha stadium.

Also, of concern, is increased social isolation of vulnerable 
residents and Mark would like CCC to take action to help them. 

To contact Mark email: mark4innes@yahoo.com
Mark Wilson is also standing as a candidate for the 

Waipapa/Papanui-Innes-Central Community Board, in the 
Innes ward.

Mark Wilson (Independent Voice for Innes)
Mark WIlson is a St Albans Resident 

Association management committee 
member, and assistant secretary of the Rail 
and Maritime Union Lyttelton Branch. He 
is an Innes council candidate and is also 
standing for the community board.

Mark believes the biggest issue that St 
Albans faces is climate change, especially the need for 
improved infrastructure to make the city environmentally 
resilient to increasingly severe weather events. Mark would 
support CCC fully owning the bus operation, and says the 
council needs to invest in our future to reduce the city’s 
carbon footprint, with viable commuting rail systems and 
an effective bus network. 

Carl Bromley is also standing as a 
councillor in the Innes ward. Please 
see his entry under the mayoral 
banner on page 4.

Voting in the local elections 
finishes at noon on October 8. 
Remember to deliver or post your 
postal vote.

Councillors - Innes
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FB @ pauline.cotter.5

St Albans News	 September 2022— Page 7

The biggest issue facing the city council in the next 
decade is climate change, with mitigation and adaptation 
of strategies an important focus. One of these strategies is 
public transport which he believes should be owned and 
operated by the council.

An infrastructure levy to spread Te Kaha stadium cost 
over more years than what rates do would help deal with 
construction costs and a levy applied to all tickets could 
contribute to the operational costs, he says.

If you would like to talk to Mike, email him at: 
votemikedavidson@gmail.com

Mike Davidson (Independent)
Mike Davidson is a two-term city 

councillor and a director of Christchurch 
NZ. He supports strong communities and 
a healthy environment, increased tree 
canopy and green spaces and is keen to 
encourage more meaningful participation/

engagement with residents by way of citizens’ panels.
He wants CCC to ensure Christchurch is accessible, 

affordable and safe with all streets safe to walk and bike by 
people of all ages, completion of the promised 13 cycleways 
connecting the cycleways to key destinations. 

by a review of asset ownership to dispose of property 
surplus to requirements.

She does not believe ownership of public transport 
is essential to its effective delivery and walkways and 
cycleways are not an immediate priority for her.

She would like to see a change in the way CCC engages 
with the public to ensure active and meaningful participation 
on key issues and projects, using modern engagement tools 
on targeted online engagement platforms.

If you would like to talk to Victoria, the best way is to 
email her at victoria4papanui@gmail.com

Victoria Henstock (Your Local Independent Community Voice)
Victoria Henstock has spent 20 plus 

years as a practising lawyer and 10 years 
in senior management and executive 
leadership within central and local 
government and Ngai Tahu.

She sees planning responsibly and 
sustainably for future growth as one of the biggest issues 
facing the city council in the next decade. 

Increasing rates or borrowing money must not be the 
only options presented and she proposes to look first at 
reprioritising the capital expenditure programme followed 

Councillors - Papanui
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walking and cycling would bring long-term health benefits 
to citizens.

To be more effective in the community, she says CCC 
needs to understand grassroot problems. Increased 
engagement with community groups would help to ensure 
there is fair representation.

While the increase in rates to help pay for Te Kaha 
stadium could be a financial burden on ratepayers, 
Shreejana believes it will aid in the city’s revival and the 
benefits will be evident. 

If you wish to talk to Shreejana, her email address is: 
Shreejana.chhetri33@gmail.com

Shreejana Chhetri (The Peoples Choice)
A community leader for the Bhutanese 

Society, Shreejana Chhetri is deputy 
chair of the Christchurch City Council’s 
Multicultural Advisory Board. She has 
worked as a probation officer at the 

Department of Corrections. 
She identifies Intensified housing as the single biggest 

issue facing St Albans, with a lack of green spaces, flooding 
and an increase in anti-social activities.

Shreejana would like CCC to own Christchurch’s public 
transport to help reduce car movement but would prefer 
it to be more accessible and affordable. It should bring back 
the free central city shuttle and implement lightrail. More 

who submitted in support of Te Kaha stadium being built, 
despite substantially increased costs, should be honoured. 
She would support CCC taking over the operation of the 
public transport, commenting that reversing past decisions 
can be costly.

She would like the health and wellbeing of residents to 
be better addressed, citing in particular the 2021 fire at the 
Bromley waste water treatment plant (which continues to 
have an impact on other suburbs including those in Innes 
ward) as a process that could have been handled differently.

Robina Dobbie (Your Local Independent)
Robina Dobbie or Robbie, as she likes to 

be known, has long harboured an interest 
in local government. 

She supports keeping city operations 
local but would like.to see more strategic 
thinking as part of CCC decision-making, 
as she thinks past decisions seem to be 

short-sighted and unrealistic at times. Local views should 
be sought and analysed to assist future decision-making.

Robina feels the views of the 77 per cent of residents 

face targeted rates.
He wants priority given to proper urban development 

and transport strategies, with the creation of safer areas for 
pedestrians and cyclists. CCC should own public transport; 
the privatisation model has failed.

Issues concerning St Albans in particular over the next 
decade include infrastructure maintenance and upgrades.

He wants to talk climate change mitigation and creating 
the future for future generations and would like more 
younger people to run for office. “It helps young people 
feel noticed and should increase their participation.” 

You can email Harrison: harrisonmcevoy@gmail.com

At 24, Harrison McEvoy is one of 
several youth candidates campaigning 
for a council position. He has nearly 
finished a degree in political science 
from Canterbury University and has 
been a regional leader for UN+ Youth, a 
for youth, by youth charity that educates 

students about civics and governance. 
He believes in doing what’s right, not what is easy.
Harrison does not think ratepayers should foot the large 

bill for Te Kaha stadium (multi-use arena) but businesses 
and organisations that will benefit from its operation should 

A positive change for Papanui

It’s your choice.

Authorised by V Henstock: victoria4papanui@gmail.com

Your City

Your Rates

Your Voice

Community board candidates - Innes ward 

Harrison McEvoy (Independent)
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Emma Twaddell has been a member of 
the Waipapa/ Papanui - Innes Community 
Board since 2019. Prior to that she led the St 
Albans Residents Association (SARA) through 
the quake recovery from 2011 until 2019. 
She was a St Albans representative on the 
CERA Community Forum for four years and 

a business owner for 20 years.
Emma feels the biggest issues facing St Albans over the 

next decade are housing intensification and the consequent 
need for additional community green space, land drainage 
and transport - the increase of traffic is already having 
consequences in a loss of local connectivity, cohesion and 

safety.
For safety’s sake Emma wants lower speed zones applied 

to more streets and for the creation of safe active travel 
routes in our community. She will advocate for more 
regular buses.

She would like CCC to beef up its accountability to 
ratepayers, improve the standard of work accepted from 
contractors doing work in our communities and support 
bottom-up (ie: residents) led development of communities.

Emma retains an involvement in community development 
through her part- time activator role with SARA.

To contact Emma e.twaddell0064@gmail.com or 
facebook.com/ETwaddell.Innes.Ward

Mark Wilson (Independent Voice for Innes) is also 
standing as a councillor for the Innes Ward. Please 
see page 6 for further information
St Albans News did not receive responses in time 
from Holly Chappell-Eason (Independent), Scott 
Franicevic and Andrew Pengelly, community 
board candidates for the Innes ward 

Juliana Venning is an activist in alcohol 
reform, advocates for mental health and 
supports those surviving abuse. She is 
secretary for several local committees, 
including Canterbury branches of Royal 
Society of NZ, NZ Society of Authors, and 
Historical Association. Juliana was elected to 

an Ilam Community Working Group, which was successful 
in getting an alcohol ban around the local area. 

Juliana feels the biggest issues facing St Albans are 

environmental, including clean water and working drainage. 
She believes CCC needs to employ local expertise to deal 
with these issues.

To encourage more citizen engagement, Juliana says she 
will communicate clearly and be accountable. She believes 
in the 18th century philosophy (attributed by some to 
Edmund Burke) that all that is necessary for evil to succeed 
is that good men / people do nothing. 

If you would like to talk to Juliana, you can contact her 
on: 02102659568

Emma Twaddell (Independent)

Juliana Venning (Independent)

Waipapa Papanui-Innes-Central Community 
Board - Papanui

Papanui ward representatives Simon Britten and 
Emma Norrish have been elected unopposed.
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• Fine wine, champagne +  
 local wines 
• Great craft beer selection
• Premium spirits 

RANGE DEALS EASYuper uper uper Mon - Fri: 9.00 am – 6.00 pm • Sat: 10 am – 4.00 pmMon - Fri: 9.00 am – 6.00 pm • Sat: 10 am – 4.00 pm
1 8 3  P a p a n u i  R d  •  p a r r i s a n d j e a n n e . c o . n z1 8 3  P a p a n u i  R d  •  p a r r i s a n d j e a n n e . c o . n z

For the best selection of For the best selection of 
books, toys, NZ made art books, toys, NZ made art 
works, jigsaws,chess sets, works, jigsaws,chess sets, 
cards, notebooks and Post cards, notebooks and Post 
Offi ce bill payment servicesOffi ce bill payment services

VoteVote
Authorised by Ali Jones - ali@redpr.co.nz 

ALI JONES 
FOR COUNCIL - INNES WARD   

 LET’S GET 
ON WITH IT.

For Strong Communities
and Safer Streets

Re-elect

DAVIDSON
Councillor for Papanui

Mike

Authorised by M Davidson. fb.com/PapanuiCouncillor
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response to Te Mana o Te Wai, the government freshwater 
regulations introduced in 2020. This new integrated 
Land and Water Plan planning framework prioritises the 
environment first and will provide strong guidance around 
climate change adaptation (eg: managed retreat from the 
coast etc).

Greg says public transport should stay with ECAN and 
operate like the old Christchurch Transport Board model.

Greg Byrnes
Greg Bynes has 35 years experience in 

the public service on Waimakariri District 
Council, Environment Canterbury (ECAN) 
and in Australia and has also chaired 
environmental groups and sports clubs.

He sees climate change as one of the 
biggest issues New Zealand faces in the 

next decade. The most important issue for ECAN is the 

Genevieve believes ECAN should also focus on the coastal 
environment, including protected marine areas, and limit 
synthetic nitrogen fertiliser use in all farming practices.

In regards to public transport, she acknowledges this is 
not her area of expertise but believes we need to improve 
our transport networks between major areas.

If you would like to contact Genevieve, check out her 
Facebook or Instagram page: Genevieve Robinson for 
Canterbury Regional Council.

Genevieve Robinson (Independent)
A trained journalist and founding 

member of Aotearoa Water Action, 
Genevieve Robinson is used to asking the 
big questions. She believes if something 
does not quite feel right, then it usually 
isn’t and always dig deeper.

One of the biggest issues facing Canterbury in her view is 
the availability/finiteness of clear and fresh water. She feels 
caution needs to be taken when consenting large water 
takes to ensure community needs come first. 

proactively to prepare for the challenges we will face as 
a community. This new term the regional council has the 
opportunity to rewrite the Land and Water Regional Plan, 
Coastal Plan and Regional Policy Statement. These dictate 
how natural resources are used in Canterbury.

Brynlea supports the Ngai Tahu Representation Bill 
(allowing two appointed representatives to vote) and is 
committed to working with all seated around the council 
table. 

To contact Brynlea: hellobrynlea@gmail.com or 
facebook.com/BrynleaStocksForCentralOhoko 

Brynlea Stocks (The Peoples Choice)
Brynlea Stocks has spent the last two 

years working at Environment Canterbury 
as a Compliance Monitor and a Consents 
Planner. 

She says it is the small everyday 
actions that have a big impact on our 
environment, so she tries to make sure 

she lives her life with as little negative impact on the 
environment as possible. 

Climate change is the biggest issue facing Canterbury’s 
environment over the next decade and we need to act 

Along with other pressing issues, he feels that 
Environment Canterbury (ECAN) needs greater focus 
on balanced and sustainable development of both social 
and physical environments. To make the hard decisions, 
appropriately experienced councillors are needed around 
the ECAN table.

Murray also believes that rates increases of more than 
20 per cent are unacceptable and unsustainable. He would 
also like to see ECAN put more emphasis on consulting and 
involving the community. 

To contact Murray his email is: murraywiig@gmail.com 

Murray Wiig’s experience includes 
chairing the South Canterbury Public 
Relations Association plus directorships / 
governance roles at Deep Cove Fisheries, 
Alpine Energy and Craigpine Timber. He 
has also been a trustee on the Timaru 

Boys High School board.
Murray lives by the values of fairness, honesty, treating 

others how you like to be treated and making meaningful 
decisions that avoid community frustration, futility and 
despair.

Murray Wiig (Independent)

ECan Central/Ōhoko candidates



Saturday 17 September

10:00 am—12:00 noon
• Buy your next craft project
• Restock your supplies
• Cash only
• Devonshite tea
• Raffl e
Questions? Tel 355 3287 or 

email:
info@allsouls.org.nz

Craft 
Recycling 
Market

All Souls, 30 Church 
Lane, Merivale

Reframing Retirement 
Workshop

Redefi ne yourself, fi nd what 
matters, and make connections 
using group activities and personal 
planning

What: 6 weeks of 2-hour sessions
When: Tues 18 Oct - 22 Nov, 6 – 8pm
Where: St Albans Community Centre
Fee: $250=12hrs personalised 
facilitation

Contact for registration or info
time2bloom2@gmail.com or
Phone: Cathy at 022 198 7277

Workshop
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better routes and, in low density areas, on-demand buses.
Waterway degradation is one of the biggest issues facing 

Canterbury’s environment in the next decade, in his view, 
with some hard conversations needing to be had on the 
numbers of cattle in certain areas.

Tane is a person who likes to ‘get to the point’
Tane can be contacted through his facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/TaneApanui/

Tane Apanui (Rail and Simplified Transport)
Tane Apanui is a current Environment 

Canterbury (ECAN) councillor and 
deputy chair of the Canterbury Regional 
Transport Committee.

A keen supporter of rail and simplified 
transport, he believes public transport 
users should be consulted and their voices 

listened to over those of consultants. Residents deserve 

that urgently needs fixing before it gets worse with 
enforcement and direct action, including land-use change 
where necessary.

After much thought, Ashley supports the new (mandated 
by a government bill it allows for appointees) representation 
model. She supports public transport being convenient, 
affordable, frequent and safe. There is no one-size-fits all 
and the locals should be listened to, to understand the 
barriers, which will be different in say Southshore or New 
Brighton compared to St Albans.
To contact Ashley, visit her website www.campbell4ecan.nz

Ashley Campbell (Independent)
Ashley is a founding member of 

the Avon-Ōtākaro Network, founder 
and former co-chair of Greening the 
Red Zone and a member of Te Tira 
Kāhikuhiku.

Ashley says climate change is here 
now, and affecting people’s lives so 

Environment Canterbury (ECAN) must lead with education 
and action to prevent further damage and to change, 
mitigate and adapt. The rivers and water sources must be 
protected. Nitrate pollution is already a serious problem 

that is adaptive to drier and wetter conditions to prepare 
our communities for climatic change. 

As for public transport, he would like to see low fares, 
accessible routes and a mass rapid transit system, including 
rail for greater Christchurch and Canterbury. This could 
be funded through various mechanisms but the more 
competent and ambitious our plans are, the more likely that 
central government will take the funding requests seriously.

He would particularly like to achieve progress on climate 
resilience, freshwater action and biodiversity projects.

Joe Davies (The Peoples Choice)
Joe Davies is a self employed web 

designer and contractor. He was a 
Hagley-Ferrymead community board 
member from 2013-16, chaired the 
People’s Choice group from 2020-
2021. In the wider Labour Party, he has a 

particular involvement in environmental issues.
He wants to see the Regional Council move forward with 

decisions about climate change that they have already made 
and then use emergency planning to build infrastructure 

Linton Boyce (known as Boycey), standing in 
Environment Canterbury’s Central constituency/ 
Ōhoko did not respond to questions from St 
Albans News in time.

Environment Canterbury is the regional 
government covering topics like buses and 
water quality. Part of St Albans is in the central 
constituency (Ōhoko( and part in North East 
(Ōrei). Voters get two votes in a postal vote which 
closes on October 8.

ECan North East/Ōrei candidates



Flu shots and Covid vaccines now 
available
Walk-ins from Tue to Sat from Sept 5th

Weekdays 9 am – 6 pm • Saturdays 9.30 am – 4 pm
Cnr Colombo St & Edgeware Rd • Phone 366 0404

✓✓

✓✓

Free RAT tests available

Ashley Campbell 
For ECan

Our future is Our future is 
in our handsin our hands

www.campbell4ecan.nz
Authorised by Ashley Campbell

Next quiz
October 2 at 7pm

at Bailies

Updates on FB

Edgeware Edgeware 
Pool ProjectPool Project

ST ALBANS 
TENNIS CLUB

October 3rd-7th & 10th-
14th 9-12pm

Children’s Hotshots Holiday 
Camp

Week 1 - Red/Orange ball
Week 2 - Green/Yellow ball

Run by new head coach Nick Caton 
with focus on basics and having fun.

$15/day. Racquets and balls 
provided.

Register interest with Robyn, 
info@stalbanstennis.co.nz

37 Dover St, off Edgeware Rd
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He hopes there will be a good balance of elected 
members in order to provide a strong knowledge base on 
which wise decisions can then be made. He would promote 
encouragement of wider passenger use through better 
service, vehicles and routes, to improve public transport in 
Christchurch and the wider Canterbury area. 

A strong empathy for nature, people and community are 
key to John’s values and principles and a strong belief in 
helping to mainstream the whole concept of environment 
care, restoration and awareness. If you would like to talk to 
John, the best way is to email him at: j.knox@xtra.co.nz

John Knox (Independent)
John Knox is vice chair of the Styx 

Living Laboratory Trust and chair of 
Cansail Youth sailing. He worked for 20 
years for the Australian National Parks 
service and has been a nature tour guide 
and a city bus driver for 25 years. He has a 
science degree and Master of Philosophy 

from Massey University.
John says climate change effects on land and water is of 

concern, requiring wise mitigation of these areas to counter 
outcomes of natural hazards and adverse pollution.

Mana Whenua should be given an active role in decision-
making. Because the appointments on Environment 
Canterbury have been mandated by central government, 
he says he will work collaboratively with all members of 
ECAN.

He says to improve public transport in Christchurch, 
ECAN could offer free inner city transport with smaller 
passenger buses on lesser-used routes. He would encourage 
ECAN to undertake a longer term study on the viability 
of light rail links through city suburbs and passenger rail 
connecting Selwyn and Waimakariri townships. 

If you want to contact David email crockett@xtra.co.nz

David East
David East comes with more than 15 years of 

local government experience as a community 
board member and Christchurch city councillor. 
Equally at home in town and country, he says he 
brings a balanced viewpoint to environmental 
matters and would put people first, not political 

agendas.
David says his primary focus would be on water quality and 

natural hazards. Nitrates and pollutants in waterways and 
ground water need to be reduced and pure drinking water 
maintained through effective catchment management.

Although not a fan of appointed members or co 
governance models in regional government, David believes 



Petition about housing and trees
If you want to let the Christchurch City Council know what you think about the 

impact environmental destruction, caused by over-intensification, is having on 
your neighbourhood, track down Greg Partridge’s petition started earlier this year 
here and sign it. He hopes to present it at the council meeting on September 8. 
https://www.change.org/ChChHousingNeedsVsEnvironmentalDestruction
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Door Specialist: Repairs, adjustments 
and installation of all doors and locks, ranch 
slider wheels and locks. Qualified tradesman. 
Ph Stewart 0800 677 262 or 021 185 4055.
Eastcoast Landscapes: Specialising 
in all aspects of PAVING including patios, 
paths, courtyards and borders. We also do 
lawns, irrigation, garden makeovers and 
general property maintenance. Commercial 
and residential. Small, friendly business. 
Quality work. Free quotes. Call Blair on 027 
699 5815.
Handyman: Pete Knuiman Ltd. For all 
your property maintenance, repairs, painting, 
carpentry, fencing, brickwork, tiling work, 
alterations and those odd jobs. Ph Pete 021 
022 53774 or 385 1718. www.peteknuiman.
co.nz, pete@peteknuiman.co.nz
Painter: Experienced local tradesman, 
interior/exterior, full repaints, fences, decks. 
Residential or commercial. Call now for 
quality painting services at competitive rates. 
Timeliness guaranteed. Shayne 027 214 1827
Pegasus Landscapes: All aspects of 
landscaping, design. We do everything on the 
outside including planting, paving, driveways, 
lawns, lawn renovation, irrigation, raised 
timber planters, all timber work, brick and 
block work, full garden maintenance service. 
Established in St Albans in 1992. Please 
contact Andy Cox, ph 0274337629, email: 
pegasus.landscapes@gmail.com

SERVICES

St Albans News Classifieds
Need help with career redirection 
or regaining life work balance?
Have a disability and need support 
with retaining or gaining employment or 
commencing study? Contact Paul Barclay 
- Vision Without Limits on 028 461-1257 or 
info@visionwithoutlimits.co.nz. Experienced 
Employment Consultant and Professional 
Member – Career Development Association 
of New Zealand. Free initial discussion. More 
information at www.visionwithoutlimits.co.nz
Are you having difficulty making 
a decision about family, work, 
relationships? We can help you make a 
thoughtful decision and guide you to proper 
resources if required. There is no charge 
for this service. Call for further information 
or an appointment with Bill or Emily at 027 
379 3873. We can meet at the St Albans 
Community Centre on Wednesdays 12:30 to 
2:00. First meeting usually 30 minutes.
Clarinet, Sax, Flute, Guitar, Bass, 
& Piano: Experienced local teachers. Ph 
Nicola and Ivan 385 3856.
ProofreadingNZ: All proofreading and 
editing services $60/hour, GST incl. Contact 
carlaheslop@slingshot.co.nz
Becoming You Yoga: $13, Slow mindful 
yoga. St Albans Community Centre, Thursday 
10am $15, Restorative Yoga. Suitable for all. 
Contact: https://www.becomingyouyoga.com

Yoga Class: Tuesday and Thursday 
10:45am-12pm at St Albans Community 
Centre. All abilities and ages welcome.
Tracy 022 048 6949 or 03 356 1754
Qualified Florist: Located at 201 
Geraldine Street, Edgeware. Same day 
delivery. theflowershopchristchurch.co.nz 
02108355345
Personal Training - ‘Fit With Babs’
Swap out Winter Blues for Winter Courage! 1 
on 1 Personal Training - Customised studio.
Personalised sessions structured to your 
goals. Visit facebook.com/fitwithbabs for 
reviews or 021 232 7151
Tourism/Home Hosting 
Opportunity
Rural Holidays NZ Ltd, an established and 
innovative Christchurch based company 
with considerable experience in the hosting 
of overseas visitors over the past 40 years, 
is interested in adding further hosts to host 
dinners in a private home for a regular USA 
tours series visiting the city. If you enjoy 
entertaining and presenting a home cooked 
meal then opportunity is for you. Reliably to 
maintain a consistent standard of hospitality 
at all times is an important factor we are 
seeking. A competitive industry level of 
remuneration is paid.
If you feel this opportunity to become involved 
is of appeal, would you please register your 
interest with: the Operations Manager by 
email at hosting@ruralholidays.co.nz

TRADIES

Continued from page 1

intensification where it is needed 
and after communities have been 
consulted (something that won’t 
happen if resource consents are not 
required).

Christchurch has had its own plan to 
intensify housing since 2015, developed 
to deal with a huge shortage of housing 
post quake, but has been overridden 
by a central government plan that is 
designed to fit Auckland.

The associations think the inner city 
should be the focus of well-planned 
development before it happens 
anywhere else.

The loss of tree canopy as a result 
of intensification (it has dropped by 
about 2 per cent since 2015) would 
ruin the city’s reputation as a garden 
city and put paid to any attempts to 
become a national park city.

The wholesale intensification 
will cause problems with parking 
congestion and remove rights to 
sunlight and privacy. It does not solve 
housing unaffordability and will make 
things worse for the environment and 
for residents. The increase of ground 
covered in concrete and asphalt 
will cause runoff/flooding problems 
(because less water can be absorbed by 

soil) and temperatures will be hotter in 
summer.

At the time of writing Tony Simons 
said 16 associations (14 plus, two local 
interest groups) had signed the letter 
to councillors. 

Some associations don’t think this 
will go far enough, with one suggesting 
a nationwide referendum on housing 
intensification.

If you talk to councillors they keep 
emphasising they have to accept the 
government requirement and risk 
being handed a default plan without 
any qualifying matters or exemptions 
allowing for things like character areas. 
The legal ramifications of delaying the 
plans have yet to be outlined.

Tony Simons remains confident and 
suggests the council should send the 
plan back to staff to come up with a 

Continued on page 15

Residents’ Associations take collective action



Kohinga St Albans Community Centre • 1049 Colombo St

8 Hours Free UMA 8 Hours Free UMA 
TrainingTraining

Over a month
Age 8+, wear comfortable 
clothes & bring water bottle
Monday and Thursday, 5-6 & 6-7
Call Richard on 021 670145 or just turn up

Universal Martial Art, Christchurch

‘It’s time to learn self defence’‘It’s time to learn self defence’

• WOF, servicing & full 
mechanical repairs

• Competitive hourly rate
• Latest diagnostic equipment
• Courtesy cars
• Open Saturday

www.edgeauto.co.nz

25 Canon Street
377 1133

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Edgeware-Automotive/148457168640223

Quote this ad for a 
discount
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by Martin Cooney
Happiness is ... our family from 

overseas visiting again! The two UK 
grandkids (now 4 and 6 year old 
larrikins) and their parents are back! 
They arrived in August for a first visit 
since Covid began, down through 
Houston via Air New Zealand. Of 
course - they didn’t make it across to 
Auckland domestic in time for the 8 
am flight down here. First morning 
spent in NZ in the airport with jet 
lagged kids. Been there, done that. 
But then the lovely moment - like 
in the adverts - of re-uniting as they 
come off the plane. 

They’ve grown up a lot but once 
home, they just folded back into 
cuddles, same as before, to listen to 
Dr Seuss and “Cat in the Hat” or watch 
“Bluey” on TV. Then what we were praying for - a run of 
sunny weather for August after the July rains. And that 
meant many trips to the beach for kids who normally 
cannot access it. Dad is a mad surfer - yes even in winter. 
And the boys just love getting the buckets and sand 
shovels going. Digging a hole in the sand and burying 
each other. Priceless!

Then it was often back to our house tired but happy 
for some episodes of their favourite “Bluey”. (Paw Patrol 
is so passee!) And they would mimic in our lounge what 
they saw in particular episodes. The most worrying was 
called “Keepy Uppy” and involves keeping a balloon off the 
ground. Thus dives across couches and risking head knocks 
with furniture. Rugby’s got nothing on “Keepy Uppy”.

Bluey is a kids’ show starring a six-
year-old Blue Heeler puppy who has 
a four-year-old little sister, Bingo. 
The series was inspired by the writer’s 
experience in raising two daughters 
who loved imaginative play. The 
Australian voice of Dad (Bandit) 
belongs to a likeable larrikin while his 
wife (Chilli) often has to pull Bandit 
back into line. Nicely traditional! Some 
people say it is stereotyped and asked 
for it to be “cancelled”. But it certainly 
resonates with the two girl and two 
boy families we as grandparents are 
currently dealing with. This show 
leads to grandad chasing round 
Christchurch shops to try to get 
Bluey and Bingo plush characters! Not 
much luck - sold out. That brings back 
memories of the 1980s when I had to 

race around shops trying to get a dog character named 
Fluffy (?) for their mother. Another memory about their 
mum was her (allegedly) going to Willowbank around the 
same time and she famously (in family lore) got grabbed 
by an opossum. 

This time the youngest having seen the eels in local 
creeks was entranced by the ones of a different size at 
Willowbank. A family expedition on a sunshiny day was 
going very well till the last 30 seconds. A quick return 
to feed the eels and he got bitten on his finger! Staff at 
Willowbank were quickly there to apply first aid. No great 
damage but now it ranks up there with the time of Mum’s 
grab and Aunty Cat’s monkey bite while volunteering at a 
private zoo!	 z

Continued from page 14

better proposal.
Meanwhile in Auckland in late July, 

hearing commissioners refused to give 
a development consent because the 
small trees and pavers did not maintain 
the street’s landscaped character. 

Submitters said multiple units did not 
match Glendowie and would destroy 
their suburb. A bit more backbone from 
hearing commissioners in Christchurch 
could do a lot towards saving the city’s 
suburbs from overintensification and a 
providing a better living environment 

for residents.
But there may be some good news 

on the horizon: the insatiable demand 
for new housing appears to be slowing 
down while the risks of trying to sell 
units in large new developments is 
increasing.	 z

Grandsons visit and it’s all about beaches, bluey and bites

 Grandsons cuddle up to Grandad 
in this pastel drawing by the boys’ 

father. 
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NZ-born composer premieres work
Christchurch born and educated composer Alan Griffiths 

is premiering his third classical album at The Piano on 
September 17. Melbourne-based Griffiths’ parents still live 
in the city and he has been staying here while recuperating 
from Covid19. It features the world premiere of, “Such a fine, 
sunny day” along with other pieces on the Land No More 
album. That quote is from Sophie Scholl, a young woman 
executed by order of Adolf Hitler in Munich in 1943. Sung 
in German and English, Griffiths imagines how Sophie would 
have reacted to today’s world. “This piece is for our time as 
it wishes for a better future,” Alan says. Griffiths has lived in 
Australia for 27 years where he has scored 25 films but these 
days he is focusing more on classical music.

Superhomes on display
The weekend of September 23-24 will see 10 homes 

open to view throughout Christchurch as part of the next 
Superhomes homes tour. The Christchurch event Includes 
an old villa in St Albans which, rather than being bowled by 
an unsympathetic developer, is being renovated by a local 
builder who is taking the building beyond the standard 
building code and making it fit for 21st century living. The 
group behind the Superhomes movement also produce 
a handy guide for homeowners thinking of renovating or 
building from scratch. The tours can be booked and the 
guide obtained from: https://superhome.co.nz.

Maori language week
September 14 this year marks the 50th anniversary of 

the 30,000 signature petition presented to Parliament in 
1972 calling for Maori language to be taught in schools. It 
was another three years though before Te Wiki o te reo 
Māori, the language week, was in place to help boost the 
numbers of speakers of te reo. A week of events kicks off 
on September 13 this year. A good place to start looking for 
courses is by visiting https://www.reomaori.co.nz/courses or 
heading straight to the Wananga o Aotearoa (https://www.
twoa.ac.nz)

It runs courses with no fees charged, including full 
immersion reo classes, business courses and weaving from 
an address in Manchester St. Check out the resources at 
the library including the online e-library, which includes 
access to Scott Morrison’s beginners books

Gifts of love for Nelson
Nelson was badly affected by floods and landslides red-

stickering homes in late August and the charity Gifts of 
Love and Strength is gathering small items – such as hearts 
handmade from scrap material and bars of chocolate -it’s 
the thought that counts.

The St Albans Community Centre (during office hours) is 
a collection point for small items. The gifts will be distributed 
in Nelson by Lions clubs in late September. Make Nelsonians 
feel they are not forgotten.


